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half that of Whitchurch, and in all probability the
subsequent editions were published in the same
way. Two very good initial letters were used in the
New Testament, and seem to have been cut especi-
ally for Whitchurch. On the 28th January 1543-44
Grafton and Whitchurch received an exclusive
patent for printing church service books (Rymer,
Foedera, xiv. 766), and a few years later they are
found with an exclusive right for printing primers in
Latin and English. Upon the accession of Edward
VI, Grafton became the royal printer, but upon the
king's death he printed the proclamation of Lady
Jane Grey, and was for that reason deprived of his
office by Queen Mary. The remainder of his life he
spent in the compilation of English Chronicles in
keen rivalry with John Stow.

Richard Grafton died in 1573, He was twice

married. By his first wife, Anne, daughter of-----

Crome of Salisbury, he had four sons and one
daughter, Joan, who married Richard Tottell, the
law printer. By his second wife, Alice, he left one
son, Nicholas.

Grafton used as his device a tun with a grafted
fruit-tree growing through it.

Among the noted booksellers and printers in
St. Paul's Churchyard at this time must be men-
tioned William Bonham. From a series of docu-
ments discovered at the Record Office relating to
John Rastell and his house called the !Mermaid'
in Cheapside, it appears that in the year 1520